University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-25-1995

Lula da Silva Resigns from Brazil's PT, Forcing Party
to Hold New Elections
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Lula da Silva Resigns from Brazil's PT, Forcing Party to Hold New Elections." (1995).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/12002

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55965
ISSN: 1060-4189

Lula da Silva Resigns from Brazil's PT, Forcing Party to
Hold New Elections
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Brazil
Published: 1995-08-25
After 15 years of charismatic leadership, Luis Inacio Lula da Silva resigned as head of the leftist
Partido dos Trabalhadores (PT) on Aug. 21. Lula, who was defeated in the October 1994 presidential
elections by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, announced his resignation at the PT's tenth national
convention in Guarapari, in the state of Espirito Santo. Lula said he would not participate either in
upcoming municipal elections or the next presidential elections. Lula was replaced by Sao Paulo
moderate Jose Dirceu de Oliveira e Silva, a former deputy and former general secretary of the party.
Dirceu called for forging alliances with other leftist and center parties "to form a bloc to govern
Brazil." The narrow vote 215 to 183 reflected the deep division between Dirceu's moderate wing and
the more radical faction led by his rival, Hamilton Pereira. The radical faction has controlled the
party for the past two years.
Many political observers say battles between the radicals and Lula, also a moderate, hurt Lula and
the PT during the 1994 elections. In accepting his new post, Dirceu said the party's major problems
are the "lack of political unity, the leadership's being increasingly out of touch with the party rank
and file, and a shrinking base of support for the PT." "We want answers to unemployment, misery,
health and education, we want the party leadership to change its agenda from internal struggles to
the needs of the community," said Dirceu. However, many questions remain about the effect that
Lula's departure from the PT leadership will have on the party. The 49-year-old political leader, who
quit school at the age of 10, says he received his education through 25 years of political and labor
struggles.
Emerging on the national scene through his leadership of the powerful Metallurgical Workers
Union in Sao Paulo from 1975 to 1981, Lula captured the imagination of the poor and unemployed
and his political rise began. In 1980, during the military dictatorship (1964-1985), Lula was
imprisoned for several months for his union organizing activities. After his release, he founded
the PT. He first ran for political office in 1982, but lost the race for the governorship of Sao Paulo to
Janio Quadros. Lula was elected to parliament in 1986, receiving the largest number of votes in the
country. He went on to run for president in 1989, losing in the runoff to Fernando Collor de Mello.
He ran again in 1994, losing in the first round to Cardoso. "Experience has taught me the necessity of
bringing the workers' struggle for a better life to the political arena," Lula said.
Although a strong critic of Cardoso's neoliberal policies, Lula pledged to support the new president
after his electoral defeat. In looking ahead, Lula said he plans to travel throughout Brazil as well as
abroad, concentrating on encouraging public participation in politics. "I want to travel throughout
Brazil to organize the people and awaken their awareness of citizenship," he said, emphasizing that
he would not run for municipal office in next year's elections. "Politicians cannot say that they will
never again compete for an office, but if it's up to me, I don't want to do it again." (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, Notimex, 08/21/95)
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